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My last newsletter included a picture of some
rough sawn English walnut boards that I was
using for a project then under way.
It was a collector’s cabinet, made to house a
collection of illustrated poems published in
pamphlet form by Faber in the early 20th Century
and known as the Ariel poems. The publishing
house commissioned some of the greatest poets
of the day - Thomas Hardy, T.S. Eliot and D.H.
Lawrence among others - to write the poems, and
artists such as Eric Gill and Edward Bawden to
illustrate them. The pamphlets were issued with
matching envelopes, the idea being that they could
be sent to friends as a kind of superior greeting
card.

38 poems were published between 1927 and 1931
and a second series of eight appeared in 1954,
making 46 altogether - a good number for a
collection.
If you are interested, copies of the illustrated cover
pages and frontispieces of the first series can be
found by clicking on the following links: [1-19] [20 38].
Together with Eliot’s Four Quartets as an addendum,
the cabinet had to display, and protect, 50
pamphlets, and provide a space for them to be
opened up for reading. The brief also called for a
secret compartment.
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The design we settled on was classic Arts
& Crafts cabinetmaking: a rectangular
cabinet, jointed with secret mitre dovetails
- dovetails, for strength, hidden inside a
simple looking mitre joint - and 17 very
slim dovetailed drawers made from some
dazzling ripple sycamore, each divided into
three spaces, the dividers shaped to help
you pick out the pamphlets.
A raised band along the front of every
drawer swoops out at each end to form
handles, each tipped with more ripple
sycamore.

It is simple design, which lets the fabulous timber, and the poems themselves, draw the eye. And, like so
much simple design, it has to be executed very precisely, resulting in some long, thoughtful pauses in the
making process.

Fitting drawer no. 11

Shaping the mitre that encloses the dovetails

Kitchen in oak and painted wood.
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Finished drawers and mitre joint

The secret compartment must remain
secret, but I was pleased with the way
it worked - once you know where it
is, it can be popped open almost as
easily as sliding out one of the drawers
- and even more pleased when it
defeated a young friend who came
round to help me load the cabinet to
take to the shippers.
As I have said in previous newsletters,
one thing I enjoy about this work is
that almost every piece is a one-off,
and very often the process of making
something completely new results in
happy discoveries. One such moment
arose as I was wondering how to
protect the poems’ 90 year old paper
from humidity and any organic
exudations from the timber itself - not
a problem I’ve had to consider before.
I emailed a tentative enquiry to the
Royal Alber t Memorial Museum
(RAMM) in Exeter and back came the
advice from the Conser vation
Development Officer - prompt,
detailed and absolutely free.
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Favourite tools
Visitors to my workshop usually head
expectantly towards my rack of hand
tools and are often, I suspect, a little
surprised that there aren’t more of
them. It is true that modern technology
has rendered some of the old
cabinetmaker’s armoury redundant we no longer need cupboards stacked
with moulding planes for example - but
also that 80 per cent of my hand work
employs just a dozen or so simple, high
quality tools. Here are two recent
acquisitions that I love: a marking knife
and a small Moore & Wright engineer’s
adjustable square. They could hardly be
more simple, yet for marking out, the
crucial foundation of good crisp
making, they are the first things I reach
for.

The year ahead
I am currently making a round table, not large, in Devon ash, to form the centre piece for the meeting room
of the Plymouth quakers. With both a spiritual and a practical function, it is a commission that has really
captured my imagination.
I am hoping that some time in the first half of the year I will make another kitchen, for an exacting, but
supportive, client: my wife.
If you have a project in mind and would like to discuss it, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. I am always
happy to talk with potential clients about design, function, timber and so on, and to try to give an idea of
likely costs.

If you find these newsletters interesting and would like access to
more frequent updates from the workshop, please visit my
facebook page (below). If you are on facebook, you can “like” the
Nick Thwaites Furniture page or click on “Follow” to receive my
occasional posts (you won’t be bombarded). Likewise my
Pinterest page, where I collect designs that appeal to me, as well
as all my own work.
As always, if you like what you see please share it with others.
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George Park
Awliscombe
Honiton
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Phone 01404 548 467
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