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Games Table

This was a complex and highly personalised piece. I delivered it just before Christmas, but it started
with a call from a former colleague in early 2015.
He was due to retire from the firm after 30 years, and wanted to mark the event with something that reflected
his fascination (fortunately shared by his wife) with board games and puzzles of all kinds.
The basic requirements were quickly laid out: chess, backgammon, and a baize surface for cards; storage for all
the relevant pieces and accessories; narrower in one dimension to allow it to be moved through a particular
doorway. From time to time they dropped in and more details were discussed over lunch in the garden or
round the kitchen table: pull-out drinks slides, timber and leather samples, the text and lay-out of the inscriptions
(inconveniently, he’d worked in five cities and we had to devise a way of fitting them neatly round a four sided
chess board), the size and style of playing pieces, dice, cups, doubling cube and other accessories.
The main challenge in games table design is fitting the various layers of playing board and storage into an
elegant-looking piece of furniture that you can sit at comfortably.
The top should be no more than about 75cm
above the ground, while the underside must
be at least 62-63 cm high to avoid bashed
knees. That allows about 125mm, top to
bottom, to play with. The tolerances are so fine
that the piece itself becomes a giant jigsaw, in
which the size of every chess piece and
backgammon stone affects the dimensions of
the whole.
The chess and backgammon boards, which I
outsourced respectively to a specialist
marquetry cutter and leather board maker,
also had to be fitted into the table as I made it.

The table was delivered (I was duly thumped in the short inaugural chess game) and, I understand, enjoyed a busy
multi-role Christmas.

Orangery furniture
While the games table was taking shape on paper, up in the workshop I was working on a series of desks and tables
for a house in a hidden valley in the South Hams. My clients were building an orangery - not a hothouse, but a light,
airy room for relaxing and working from home. As the centrepiece, they wanted a modern take on a partners’
desk, to allow both to work, together, but each in their own space.
It needed to have
presence, but to be as
light and airy as the
room. No heavy banks
of drawers but curved
colonnades of oak legs
which echo the glazed
oak doors on all sides
(with, I like to think, a
nod to Bernini’s piazza
for St Peter’s in Rome).
The columns rise up
through the desk top,
punctuating cur ved
panels of English
cherr y which wrap
round into drawer
fronts on the flat sides.

To keep everything clean, power, data and phone
lines plug into a bespoke console in the centre of
the table, from which the cabling runs down
through the legs to a panel in the floor.
In time the desk was joined by a coffee table and a
console table and, in the adjoining room, by two
more, simpler desks, each shaped to reflect it’s
position in the room and it’s use as an occasional
work station.

The challenge in designing these pieces was to make them all
clearly part of the same family, but not simply iterations of
the same design.
One common theme is the way the legs come up through
the top - something I often do: I love the texture of exposed
endgrain - particularly oak - and the crenellated outline of
the top as it works its way around the legs.

To me this construction gives a
sense of the whole piece being
bound together. If you look
back at the games table you’ll
see that I used the same
technique there - in that case
with a very practical purpose:
square notches, each with a
baize pad around its inner
edge, locate around the
upstanding tops of the legs to
hold the chess board/card table
in place.

Finally, in September, I delivered a
small hall table and accompanying
mirror for another part of the house.
I’m fond of this piece: it’s not showy,
but there’s a quiet unity about the
way the flared curve of the lower rail
is taken up by the drawers and is
echoed again by the sculpted
asymetric bog-oak handles. Also in
there somewhere is a secret
compartment.
More photos of all the pieces shown
here can now be found in the Gallery
on my website.

If you find my newsletter s
interesting and would like access
to more frequent updates from
the workshop, please visit my
facebook page (below). If you are
on facebook, you can “like” the
Nick Thwaites Furniture page or
click on “Follow” to receive my
occasional posts (you won’t be
bombarded). Likewise my
Pinterest page, where I collect
designs that appeal to me, as well
as all my own work.
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